CHAPTER 105 April 30 O3 ’R> 748

YYIin RINY RIR ,TYinD 7I8Y N5Y 1598 niyny 7Y m (10
92 1% nipny NI PR MR ,TYinD INRY NivY Ry XY 19
VYWD DR 2iR37 15 DR oY

ANRY PR PRT DWH ,TRINDYNI D) pRPD PR (0
nYMm NM17 YN NivY? M INY PInY PR Y38 .ANRY3
DRID NPNYY NRYR NIy 0D D3 Jan 197

MNRY INIRYN WYY ,DYRIY? 159K ,0HYI9 9I9VY PN (W
Syind

2107 12 1193 P2 Y72 13 ,0INRY pin navy aen (v

927 10 ROT DIWN ,AY> a0y NIP) YY 121 NN phyn PR (O
RETY)

PPYIN DR DMK HTIZ DX SY NN PDYIN PR (R

ATINNY IR ,ANM2Y D NYHY Fina A1 DR N2 TYinD oTp

DYAD 1T DR 9K ,APIND? NOR 00 NYOY Ny YIn
SI0R DM AYOYW 7iR 1598 ,AND NINR YN

np 10w 0% 7R3
RDIY DIYN DMNOND DMIT

PTN TYINDTHN2 I3 0991 HVYYN RYY YoORY MoR (R

73R .IRY NPT NN NVTN 1508 ,NINR IXNIY NPT? T INIY
W) NiDND Ni¥nn Y DR 1N RN DR I¥Na 1Y man
MR LRTDY DipRA DY 77T DRIND ROVING DD )3 nng

45. Magein Avraham 545:23.

46. Even without a meal. (Maharsha, Ra’anach Magein Avraham etc) But if it is made with
a meal, it then becomes a de’oraisa prohibition. (Eliyahu Rabbah 546)

47. Maseches Moed Katan 8b.

48. Shulchan Aruch 546:2. Beis Yosef holds you should not make the meal on the same day.
Kesav Sofer Responsum 79 says according to Tosafos and Rosh you may. (see Mishnah Berurah
546:7)
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16) A person who needs money, even if not for Yom Tov needs, and is afraid that
he might not get a loan after Yom Tov, and the lender refuses to give a loan without
receiving a note, is permitted to write such a note.4>

17) Weddings are not performed on Chol Hamoed*% because one kind of
rejoicing4’ should not be mixed with another. But one is permitted to remarry the
woman he divorced.#8 It is permitted to make a feast for a circumcision, or the
redemption of a firstborn. It is also permitted*® to make a feast for an engage-
ment.>0

18) It is permitted to hire workers, even Jews,>! to do work for you after Yom
Tov.

19) You are permitted to go outside the techum, either on foot or in a vehicle,>2
or on horseback.

20) It is not permitted to mate a male animal with a female animal, because no
loss is sustained [by delaying it]

21) You are not allowed to set a chicken on eggs to hatch them. If you set her
before the festival and she ran away, if it is within three days from the time she ran
away, you are permitted to put her back, but after three days, you are forbidden to
put her back, even if the eggs will be spoiled. And to set another in her place, even
within three days is forbidden.

April 30 Chapter 105

Things Forbidden
Because They are Bothersome

1) It is forbidden to move and carry movable belongings and household utensils
on Chol Hamoed, from an apartment in one courtyard to an apartment in another
courtyard, even from an unattractive apartment to a nice one.! But to move these
items from one house to another in the same courtyard, is permitted. Similarly,
if the two courtyards are adjacent to each other, and there is a door between them,
it is permitted to take things out through that door. However, if you would
otherwise incur a loss, you are permitted to move these articles even from one city

49. Shulchan Aruch 546:4.

50. Eliyahu Rabbah, Chayei Adam 117:11. Mishnah Berurah 546:2 rules that if you are not
serving a whole meal, but just cake etc., there is certainly no need to be stringent.

51. Rambam, Magein Avraham. (Elipahu Rabbah, however, permits hiring only non-Jewish
workers).

52. You are allowed to repair your vehicle for travel to meet a friend or to profit in order
to purchase holiday necessities. But you may not do so in order to profit for other needs. (Peri
Megadim 536:1) Going on an outing is considered a Yom Tov need, and you may repair your
vehicle to go on one. (Shulchan Aruch, Ramah 536:1)

1. Shulchan Aruch 535:1. If these items are necessary for the Moed, and it is obvious that
it is so, you may do it even openly. (Eliyahu Rabbah, Mishnah Berurah 535:4)
2. Because there is less bother and less publicity. (Mishnah Berurah)
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3. Ramah.

4. Shulchan Aruch 535:2 says this applies, even if you move from a nice one to an
unattractive one. If you shared a rented room with someone, you may move to a private rented
room. (Peri Megadim 535:2) If you already live in your own house and want to bring your
belongings from another house, this reason (happiness of moving into your own house) does
not apply (Minchas Pittim) and you should not be lenient. (Mishnah Berurah 535:7)

5. Shulchan Aruch 538:2.

1. The Sages prohibited commerce on Chol Hamoed, since it often involves physical or
mental stress which detracts from the festival. (Magein Avraham 539:1, Mishnah Berurah) It is
also prohibited because of the fear that you might write something that is not permitted to be
written on Chol Hamoed. (see Yeshuos Ya’akov)
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to another.3 Moving from a house that doesn’t belong to you to your own house,
is permitted, for this is considered rejoicing on Yom Tov, because it is a joy to live
in your own home.*

2) If you must take in fruit, or other merchandise because you fear it will be
stolen, or damaged, it should be done in a secluded manner if possible. If you
cannot do it in a secluded manner, you are permitted to do it openly.>

Chapter 106
Buying and Selling During Chol Hamoed

1) All commerce is forbidden, ! whether buying or selling.2 However if you have
an opportunity to make a big profit,3 you may buy and sell in private.4 You should
then spend more in honor of Yom Tov than you had previously intended.’

2) If you have merchandise and you are afraid that if you don’t sell it now, its
value will become less than its cost, you are permitted to sell it, because you prevent
a loss thereby. However, if there is no fear of sustaining a loss, except that you will
not make a profit later, you are forbidden to sell it, because unearned profit is not
considered a loss.®

3) If a fair occurs on (Chol Hamoed), that is, a market day which occurs
infrequently, or even the weekly market day, which occurs before the non-Jewish
holidays,” when many buyers come together, you are permitted to sell in that
market. Since it is an irregular occasion, even a lack of profit is considered a loss.
But to sell in a regular weekly market is forbidden. Merchants or ships that arrive
occasionally, and sell merchandise cheaply, or buy at a high price, which is
something that does not happen often, you are then also permitted to buy from
them and sell to them.

4) If you need to purchase wine at the time of vintage, for the needs of your
household for the entire year, because later the price of wine will go up, you are

2. Shulchan Aruch 539:1.

3. In this case, even if the opportunity may be there afterwards, it is permitted, for if the
opportunity will be lost, it would be permitted even without the conditions listed. See
paragraph 3.

4. Ramah 539:1. This restriction is only in a situation when you have sufficient money,
or, according to the Taz, when you are extremely wealthy. But if you are not, then you may buy
or sell, even openly and for a modest profit; provided you use some of this profit for enjoying
the Yom Tov. You also should keep your store gate closed until a customer arrives. (see Mishnah
Berurah 539:5, 6, 17, 18, Sha’ar Hatziyun 539:7, Biur Halachah 539:4, and Chayei Adam 112:2)

5. Ramah. See footnote 4. (Biur Halachah 539:5) You are not permitted to do a melachah
(like cutting material to sell) even under these conditions.

6. See footnotes 4 and 5.

7. Before the non-Jewish holidays there is usually heavy trade.
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8. You may not purchase more than one year’s supply because it can be purchased again
the following year. (Beis Yosef, Bach, Mishnah Berurah 539:31)

9. See Shulchan Aruch and Ramah 539:9. Eliyahu Rabbah rules that buying wine in order
to profit is permitted, and only buying large quantities for your own use is prohibited because
it is an unnecessary bother. See Biur Halachah who says not to protest against those who rely
on this opinion.

10. Shulchan Aruch 539:10 permits their sale because they are perishable. Magein Avraham
and Mishnah Berurah include non-perishable items as well, provided they are obviously for Yom
Tov needs. Anything for Yom Tov that is not obvious, must be done in private. (see Shulchan
Aruch 533:5)

11. See Shulchan Aruch 539:2-3. This reason is only necessary for commercial debts such
as payment for merchandise (already delivered). These have the halachah of commerce, and
are allowed only when classified as prevention of loss. Debts from loans, however, are not
considered business and you may try to collect them on Chol Hamoed, even in court. (see Taz,
Mishnah Berurah 539:7-11) If you have a good security (j12¢%) you may not make your claim
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allowed to buy it on Chol Hamoed,8 but it is forbidden to buy it for business
purposes.?

5) Things that are needed for the Yom Tov, like fruits and spices, 10 may be sold
regularly, even openly. And since you are allowed to open your store to sell to a
Jewish customer, you may also sell to a non-Jewish customer.

6) It is customary to be lenient about collecting debts, even when the debt is
owed by a Jew, because we consider this the prevention of a loss.!!

7) Lending money on interest to a regular non-Jewish customer is permitted,
because it would be a loss, if he took his business elsewhere.!2 If you lend money
to a non-Jew, who is not your regular customer, you should spend the interest!3 of
one week for [the mitzvah of] rejoicing on Yom Tov.14 Selling merchandise to
someone who is not a regular customer is forbidden, and it is of no avail even if you
spend more of your profits for [the mitzvah of] rejoicing on Yom Tov.!> But you are
permitted to sell to a regular customer, because it is considered prevention of a loss,
so that he will not get accustomed to purchase elsewhere.

8) It is forbidden to exchange money16 (on Chol Hamoed).

April 3 Chapter 107
The Month of Nisan

1) During the entire month of Nisan we do not say Tachanun! or Tzidduk Hadin?
(burial service), and we do not say Tzidkasecha on Shabbos at Minchah.3 It is
customary* from Rosh Chodesh on, to read (from the Seifer Torah) the parashah of the
Nasi® who brought his offering on that day. On the thirteenth day of the month, we

in Beis Din (court) on Chol Hamoed. (Elipahu Rabbah) When claiming outstanding loans, etc.,
if they are not considered prevention of loss, you may not do melachah (like writing) in the
process.

12. Rabbeinu Tam, Rosh.

13. If it was a large loan and you find it difficult to spend so much, you should do the best
you can. (Ba’eir Heiteiv, Maharil)

14. This is in addition to what you had intended to spend. (Mishnah Berurah 539:45)

15. See paragraphs 1-2 and footnotes 4-5. Lending is less restricted than business because
it does not involve the bother of pricing or the disappointment of overpaying. (Magein
Avraham 539:17, Mishnah Berurah 539:45)

16. Shulchan Aruch 539:14. Because it is considered business. (Vilna Gaon, Mishnah Berurah
539:47)

1. See Chapter 22.

2. See Chapter 198:14.

3. Shulchan Aruch 429.

4. This custom is not very widespread in our times, except among Chassidim.

5. The leader of each tribe was called Nasi. On Rosh Chodesh Nisan the Tabernacle was
erected, and in honor of its dedication, during the ensuing twelve days, each Nasi had his day
on which he brought a special offering, as is written in Numbers 7:10-7:89.



